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1998:  Another  Record 
Year  for  Tourism! 

The  latest  report  from  the  Institute 
for  Tourism  and  Recreation  Research 
(ITRR)  shows  that  Montana  was  host 
to  9.25  milhon  visitors  in  1998,  a  4% 
increase  over  1997.  During  the  year, 
our  visitors  spent  $1.5  billion  on 
food,  lodging,  recreational  activities, 
shopping  and  transportation.  That  is 
spending  that  helped  support 
Montana's  28,500  tourism  industry 
jobs  and  fund  a  payroll  of  $423.4 
million. 

The  ITRR  report  identifies  our  1998 
visitors  as  being  among  one  of  five 
major  travel  groups: 

49%  -  Vacationers 

22%  -  Visiting  family  and  friends 

11%  -  Business  travelers 
9%  -  Just  passing  through 
9%  -  Here  for  shopping,  conventions, 
medical  needs  or  other  activities 


1998  Jan-Sept 
Tourism  "Bed  Tax" 
Collections  Up  2% 

Montana's  statewide  tourism  "bed 
tax"  collections  for  January-September 
1998  also  showed  an  increase.  The 
Department  of  Revenue  reports  that 
statewide  collections  increased  2% 
during  this  period  compared  with 
1997.  Both  Glacier  Country  and  West 
Yellowstone  exceeded  the  statewide 
performance  with  collection  increases 
of  6%  and  8%,  respectively  Total  "bed 
tax"  collections  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  1998  were  $8.34  million 
compared  with  $8.17  million  in 
199 7. Among  the  other  tourism 
regions,  Yellowstone  Country  was  up 
2%,  Custer  and  Russell  Countries 
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Missouri  River 

Country:  -6% 

held  even  with  last  year,  Gold  West 
Country  reported  a  1%  decline  and 
Missouri  River  Country  was  down 
6%.  As  for  the  other  eight  reporting 
communities,  Missoula  was  up  4%, 
Billings,  Bozeman,  Butte,  Great  Falls 
and  Whitefish  held  even  with  1997 
levels,  while  Kalispell  and  Helena 
experienced  declines. 

Montana  Tourism 

Industry  Website  Up 

and  Running;  Includes 

Tourism-Related 

Legislation  Updates 

Travel  Montana's  Electronic  Media 
staff  has  created  a  website  for 
Montana's  tourism  industry.  The 
Montana  Tourism  Industry  Intranet 
Site  is  now  available  to  provide  you 
with  information  about  tourism- 


related  legislation  being  discussed  at 
the  Montana  Legislature,  the  agenda 
and  registration  forms  for  the  25th 
Annual  Governor's  Conference  on 
Tourism  and  Recreation  to  be  held 
m  Helena  March  29-30,  research 
data,  news  releases,  newsletters 
and  more.  The  web  address  is 
<travelmontana.state.mt.us>. 

Speaking  of  tourism-related 
legislation,  two  major  tourism  "bed 
tax"  bills  were  scheduled  for  hearing 
by  the  House  Taxation  Committee  on 
January  26.  The  bills  included  the 
Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force  and 
Tourism  Advisory  Council  recommen- 
dations being  carried  by 
Representative  Shiell  Anderson 
(HB286/287)  and  Representative  Bob 
Raney's  proposed  revisions  of  current 
"bed  tax"  allocations  (HB  273).  You 
can  get  an  update  on  the  presentation 
of  these  bills  and  any  action  the 
committee  might  have  taken  through 
the  weekly  "News  From  The  Front" 
updates  that  are  posted  on  the 
Intranet  site's  NEWS  &  UPDATES 
section.  As  of  late  January,  about  14 
tourism-related  bills  had  been 
introduced  and  another  40  or  so  were 
in  the  bill  draft  stage. 


Statewide  Tourism 

Award  Nominations 

Requested 

It  is  time  to  nominate  a  Montanan 
or  a  Montana  community  for  the 
1999  Tourism  Person  and  Tourism 
Community  of  the  Year  Awards.  These 
awards  provide  statewide  recognition 
to  those  who  have  put  forth  exemplary 
efforts  to  make  our  state  an  attractive 
visitor  destination.  Travel  Montana's 
Anna  Marie  Moe  is  accepting 
nominations  on  behalf  of  the  Tourism 
Advisory  Council  (TAC)  through 
March  8,  1999.  The  TAC  members 
will  review  the  nominations. 
Governor  Racicot  will  present  the 
awards  during  the  final  banquet  of  the 
Governor's  Conference  on  Tourism 
and  Recreation  in  Helena. 

Award  nomination  forms  are  avail- 
able from  Travel  Montana,  444-2654, 
or  they  can  be  downloaded  from  the 
1999  Governor's  Conference  website: 
<travelmontana. state. mt.us/conference> 


SATW  Wowed 
In  The  Flathead 

"It  went  just  great!"  That's  the  report 
from  the  Flathead  CVBs  Carol  Edgar 
and  Travel  Montana's  Publicity 
Coordinator  Mary  Boyle  regarding  the 
January  1999  Flathead  Valley  'Winter 
Meeting  of  the  Society  of  American 
Travel  'Writers'  (SAT'W)  'West  Coast 
Chapter.  Seventy-one  SATW  members 
spent  five  days  gathering  travel  story 
materials  and  photos  in  and  around 
the  Flathead  Valley.  They  also 
ventured  into  parts  of  western  and 
central  Montana  on  three-day  post 
meeting  tours.  Their  visit  was  sponsored 
by  the  Flathead  CVB,  Glacier  Country, 
The  Big  Mountain,  Travel  Montana 
and  supported  by  a  whole  host  of 
Flathead  area  businesses,  organizations 
and  individuals. 

Mary  comphments  everyone  involved 
for  "going  all  out  with  the  hospitality" 
She  says  the  SATW  members 
appreciated  it  to  the  point  of  calling 
the  Montana  gathering  their  best  ever. 
Many  of  the  SATW  writers  had 
Montana  story  assignments  before  the 
meeting  and  at  least  9  writers  will 
return  this  summer  for  more. 

Congratulations  Flathead  Valley  for 
a  job  very  well  done! 


Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
will  be  provided  to  disabled  persons  on  request. 


Missoula 

Hosts  Cultural 

Tourism  Workshop, 

March  11-12 

The  Missoula  Cultural  Council's 
Mark  Martin  has  put  together  a 
two-day  workshop  aimed  at  helping 
communities  and  organizations  plan 
and  develop  cultural  tourism  products 
in  their  area.  The  workshops  are 
scheduled  for  March  11-12,  1999,  at 
Missoula's  Holiday  Inn  Parkside  and 
the  new  Missoula  Children's  Theatre. 

Popular  Governor's  Conference 
speaker  Dr.  Ed  Mahoney  of  Michigan 
State  University  Extension  is  the 
headliner  for  the  March  1 1  opening 
session.  He  will  speak  on  developing  a 
community-wide  cultural  tourism 
program. 

Friday  offers  arts/culture/travel  writer 
John  Villani  sharing  information  about 
communities  that  have  been  success- 
ful in  developing  a  cultural  tourism 
program  around  the  arts. 

The  conference  schedule  includes 
work  sessions  on  developing  cultural 
resource  inventories,  identifying 
partners,  collaborations,  creating  a 
Montana  Cultural  Tourism  Network 
and  enjoying  the  cultural  tourism 
opportunities  Missoula  offers. 

Workshop  registration  fee,  including 
a  workbook,  is  $25.  Contact  Mark 
Martin,  721-9620  or  mcc@bigsky.net, 
for  more  information. 


Travel  Consumer 
Trade  Show  Schedule 

Montana's  tourism  regions  and 
CVBs  are  promoting  the  state's 
tourism  opportunities  at  7  travel 
consumer  shows  this  wdnter.  In 
January,  Russell  and  Gold  West 
Country  representatives  attended  a 
travel  show  in  Anaheim,  CA,  and  were 
joined  by  Glacier  Country  and  the 
Missoula  CVB  at  a  Seattle  show.  Here 
are  the  markets  the  listed  regions  will 
be  in  during  the  coming  months: 

Feb.  17-21  Duluth,  MN;  Custer  Ctry. 
Feb.  19-21  Rapid  City  SD;  Custer  Ctry 
Feb.  25-28  Phoenix,  AZ;  Russell  & 

Glacier  Countries 
Feb.  26-Mar.  7  Novi,  MI;  Missouri 

River  Ctry. 
Mar.  4-7  Fargo,  ND;  Missouri  River  Ctry 

Contact  the  participating  regions  and 
CVBs  for  more  information. 


Calendar  of  Events 

February 

19  MTRI  Lewis  &  Clark  Focus 

Team  Meeting,  Helena 
19-21  Locations  '99  Trade  Show,  L.A. 
March 
1-7  Winter  Media  Tour,  Gold  West  & 

Russell  Country 
8  Deadline  TPOY  &  TCOY  Awards 
11-12  Cultural  Tourism  Workshop, 

Missoula 
29-30  25th  Governor's  Conference 

on  Tourism  and  Recreation,  Helena 
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